
Quartz Granite Marble Soapstone Quartzite Porcelain Sintered 
Material

Exotics 
(Gemstones)

Material Origin
Engineered Natural Natural Natural Natural Engineered Engineered Natural

Material Hardness

High High Moderate Low Very High High High Varies by Stone

Ideal Application(s)
Kitchens, Bathrooms, 

Indoors
Kitchens, Bathrooms, 

Outdoors Bathrooms, Decorative Kitchens, Fireplaces, 
Rustic

Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Outdoors

Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Outdoors

Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Decorative, Outdoors Luxury, High-End

Durability

High High Moderate Moderate Very High High High Moderate

Heat Resistant

Low High Moderate High High High High Moderate

UV Resistant (Outdoors)

No Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes No

GUIDE TO STONE 101
A quick reference guide on the most popular materials used in countertop fabrication.

Contact Us
To learn about optimizing your production for any material, contact Park Industries® by visiting parkindustries.com/contact


